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is given as Madhu-Vasishtha, Ins family name being Va-
sishtha1, and in another work he is called Mi-lismg or
"Honey-nature".2 In one book the monkey skips with
delight but does not fall into the water3, and in another
he dies and is born again in Paradise.4

The story of the monkey and the honey, here repeated
by the pilgrim, being told of Mathura as an expla-
nation of the name, must have arisen at a time when
the form used was Madhura. There is also another
monkey or ape story connected with Mathura. In a pre-
vious existence, the Buddha once explained, Upagupta
was born as a monkey (or ape) and became the chief of
a troop of monkeys living at Drumanda. As such he made
offerings and shewed much kindness to 500 Pratyeka
Buddhas who were living on another part of Urumanda.
The merit of his conduct to these worthies brought the
monkey birth as a human being in his next existence, and
in it, as the bhikshu Upagupta, he rose to be a most suc-
cessful preacher, a peerless saint, and a Buddha in all
but the bodily signs.5

The pilgrim goes on to narrate that to the north of the dried-
up pond, and not far from at, was a large wood in which were
footsteps of the Four Past Buddhas, left by them as they walked
up and down. Hard by these were topes to mark the places at
which Sanputra and the others of the Buddha's 1250 great dis-
ciples had practised absorbed meditation. There were also memo-
rials of the Buddha's frequent visits to this district for the pur-
pose of preaching.

The "large wood" of this passage, which lay between
the Upagupta Monastery and the Dried-up Pond, may be
the forest generally mentioned in connection with Uru-
manda. But it is at least doubtful whether any of the
1250 disciples ever practised samadhi in this neighbour-
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